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An Advent Road Less Traveled

We then made our way to the mass grave at

As an honorary C|t|.zen of th_e state Of_ South Wounded Knee. We sat on the sacred ground and
Dakota, | always appreciated their old tourist slo- |istened to the wind softly blowing the pieces of

gan, “The Land of Infinite Variety.” Without even ¢apric  which carried prayers, tied to the tree
leaving the interstate, or Highway 14, you canpranches around the grave. We heard the soft beat
move from the expansive horizons of the prairies toy¢ 5 |eather drum coming from the fingers of an-
the rolling hills of West River's ranchland, to the e yisitor who was there to pray and remember.
desolat_e beauty of the B_adlands, to the upliftingThe time spent at Wounded Knee was profound
mountains of the Black Hills. But there is more to 544 still reminds me today that the ground on
its varlety_than simple landscape, there is valiety \vhich we stand isholy” and that death does bring
the beautiful people who call South Dakota their t5rth new life in abundance.

home.
The Season of , : :
Once, my friend Mike and | drove out Advent has We finally made it to the Black Hills

the Black Hills for a week of vacation. | w always been a and saw beauty and variety all around us,
informed before we took off that Mike ¢time for us to  PUt | am always grateful for the time spent
ways picked a town off the map and visi get off the getting th_ere. The conversations in the
it. Now, | have“getting there” encoded ir peaten path, to 2" the sights, the sounds, and the people
my DNA, so this seemed like a huge Wz jeave the road &€ all reminders c_)f théinfinite variety

of time. Yet, as we drove, | began to real we travel every around us all the time. The Season of Ad-

ize the wisdom of getting off the inter- day and to vent has always been a time for us to get off

state, of making the trip a part of the va- enjoy these Olaysthe beaten path, to Igave the road we trayel
every day and to enjoy these days of wait-

cation instead of what you do before th iti
y ST il ing and anticipation. This is our time to lis-

vacation begins. anticipation. ten and to see and to smell and to taste and
Mike chose the town of Wanblee for our visit; to touch the richness of life on our daily journey.
said that, since we were heading to Wanblee, we . , ,
should also visit Wounded Knee. Once in Wanblee ~J0Nhn the Baptist and shepherds did that, do di
we stopped at a small convenience store for som&1€ Magi, as well as Mary and Joseph; and Jesus
refreshments and a rest room break. We discoverey"0 had the most unusual trip of all. There are

the convenience store was actually a family’s homeMany roads that will lead us to the Feast of Christ

and the store was their front porch with coolers Mas; this year, pick one you've never taken before.
plugged in with pop, milk and water for sale. The 1K€ the Advent road less traveled as poepare
rest room was their bathroom, which was not fart© share the gift of Christat Christmas and you
from their bedroom. This was a new experience forVill find “infinite variety” and "infinite beauty”in

a convenience store visit. The owner showed off histh€ “getting there.

wife and child and the place in the backyard where

part of the Hollywood movie “Thunderheart” was

filmed; he was so proud of his family and home. |

got the impression that tourists did not stop imwa

blee often. It was a great town to visit and weewer

welcomed with joy into their home.
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Advent & Christmas Season
Liturgical Schedule

*Feast of the Immaculate Conception Holy Day of Obligation - Masses are celebrated

Monday, Dec. 88:00 a.m.- St. Thomas More, Lake Lillian; 12 ned®t. Mary’s, Willmar
5:30 p.m. - Satfek’s, Kandiyohi; 7:00 p.m. - Our Lady of theKkess, Spicer

*Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe- St. Mary’s, Sun., Dec. 14, 12 noon followed byadluck dinner.

Christmas Masses at St. Mary’s
Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24
4:00 p.m. - Mass Music will be led by Tues., & Wed. Children’s Clsoir
6:00 p.m. - Mass Music will be led by the Youth choir
8:00 p.m. - Mass in Spanisivesic will be led by the Spanish Choir
10:30 p.m. - MassMusic will be led by St. Mary’s Adult Choir

Christmas DaVhursday, December 25
9:00 am - Mass Music will be led by Laudation
Prior to each of the Christmas Masses, ther¢éhvala half hour of

music by the choirs. In addition to the voicéthe choirs at each of the Masses,
there will be many different instruments addethtr voices.

Solemnity of Mary The Mother of God

New Year's Eve, Wednesday, December 31
4:00 p.m. Mass at St. Thomas More, Lake Lillian
5:00 p.m. Mass at Our Lady of the Lakes, Spicer
5:30 p.m. Mass at St. Mary’s, Willmar

New Year's Day, Thursday, January 1
8:30 a.m. Mass at St. Mary’s, Willmar
10:00 a.m. Mass at St. Patrick’s, Kandiyohi

Catholic Area Faith Community of Jesus Our Living 8¥er Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve: *St. Thomas More, Lake Lillian - Mass 4:00 p.m.
*Our Lady of the Lakes, Spicer - Mass 5:00 p.m.
*Church of St. Patrick, Kandiyehviass 5:30p.m.

Christmas Day: *Church of St. Patrick - Mass 9:30 a.m.
*Qur Lady of the Lakes - Mass 10:00 a.m.

Refer to St. Mary’s schedule on the top of thisspag Christmas Masses.



Give Kids the World

Fifteen youth and seven adults from St. Matgfs
for Kissimmee Florida on October 15 to voluntear se
vices atGive Kids the World Village The village is a
respite for children with life threatening illnessand
their families. Opening in 1989, with the helprodny
generous individuals, corporations and other wish-

Sacrament of Reconciliation

Advent is a time for all of us to open our hearttht®
coming of Christ. One special way we can do thikyi
taking time to examine our lives and turn to God fo
help and forgiveness through the Sacrament of Recon
ciliation before Christmas.

The following is a schedule of times when theraa

granting organizationsGive Kids the Worlchas wel-
comed more than 88,000 families from all 50 state$
over 65 countries.

For five days the St. Mary's group was at Wle
lage, they were in charge of items such as seming
ner at thegingerbread houserunning the carousel,
driving the train around the village, assistinghnis-
ney photos, helping with the various cleaning pige
that needed to be done, along with many other slutie

Following are some of the reflections preseriig
our youth and adults who participated in this naissi
trip!

“While it was very sad to see the trauma thaifies
face each day, there was also great joy to see theth
children and their families smile so much. Thé-chi
dren are finally given the chance to behave likaltig
children!” ~Erin Wendt

ment will be offered in our Area Faith Community.

Communal Reconciliation Services:
*St. Patrick’s KandiyohiWed., Dec. 3, 6:30 p.m.
*Qur Lady of the LakeSpicerWed., Dec. 10, 7 p.m
Several Priests will be on hand at the
Communal Reconciliation Services
St. Mary’s, Willmar
Communal Reconciliation Service
Sunday, December 14 - 4:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 21 - 3:00 p.m.

Faith Formation

Reconciliation Services at St. Mary’s:
Students are invited to celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation with their families at one of ther@mu-
nal Reconciliation Services in the area or duringes

for individual Reconciliation listed below.
“The kids touched my life!” ~Mitch Fader

“This trip was the best thing that | have edene!”
~Carlie Freese

“Having an opportunity to bring a bright spot into
their lives helped me put into perspective thedohes
we have in our own life!” ~Bob Fader

The youth and adults earned money for this trip
through fundraising, and receiving support from the
church. Since this was such a rewarding missipn tr
there are plans to attend in 2010 with perhaps/an e
larger group!

Individual/Private Reconciliation During

Advent at St. Mary’s:

Saturday, Dec. 06 - 4:30 to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 09 - 6:30 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 13 - 4:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 16 -6:30 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 18 - 6:00 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 20 - 4:30 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Monday, Dec. 22 -5:00 p.m.

| n the spirit of preparing to share the gift,

our elementary students are giving a gift to allusfin thqg
form of a very special Christmas program entitte&tranger
in the Manger. The program will be presented to the palish
on Sat..December 13 at 7 p.mand consists of a costumged
cast of angels, shepherds, animals, kings, soldiedsmore
Music is an integral part of this program with eaghde par
ticipating by singing various songs. Rumor haghat St
Nicholas will make an appearance too! Please myauk cal-
endars now and come with us as we make a spesiatoiA
Stranger in the Manger!

Our Gift to You
A Christmas Program!
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e will celebrate the feast of Our
! Lady of Guadalupe on December

14 at the 12:00 noon Mass fol-
lowed by a potluck meal.

The Matachines, a group that pre-
sents traditional, native-Mexican
dances will present their dances at the
fiesta. On the evening of December 11
we will welcome the feast day of Our
Lady of Guadalupe with Mafanitas, a
traditional time of prayer and greeting
to Our Lady. Mananitas will be at
12:00 midnight on December 11.

he Advent wreath is a symbol many of us are familigh. It is

a childhood memory of Advent and an adult reflectan the

coming of the light of Christ. The Advent wreatlpties the

simplicity and hope of Advent, but in the Hispan@mmmunity
with its roots in America, it is a new practice addo an already rich
understanding of the season.

Two great celebrations of Advent capture tHegicus imagination
and heart of Latino Catholics. On December 12 iv@munity cele-
brates Our Lady of Guadalupe. In mercy and kindiéasy appeared
to St. Juan Diego on Mount Tepeyac, now in thearenit Mexico City,
between December 9 and 12, 1553. She identifiesklies the mother
of Jesus, Mary most holy and had the appearaneepoégnant native
woman.

Our Lady invited him to build a Church of comsp@mn and mercy.
She asked him to call the local Bishop in orddpudd this church. The
bishop was skeptical of St. Juan Diego’s truthfethand asked him for
proof of the appearances. During her last appearan December 12,
she left her image miraculously imprinted on histaa fiber cloak or
“Tilma” which is housed for all to see in the Ba&sal of Our Lady of
Guadalupe in Mexico City.

In our celebration of Our Lady of Guadalupe rn@enember God's
love for the people of America and our mission barg the love of
Christ with the world through proclamation of thenty of God among
us.

rom December 16 to December 23 the community calebr

Las Posadas. This tradition remembers the jouofeylary

and Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem in the holple’s

search for shelter and assistance. In their stesggte find
Christ searching for shelter in our lives and hamkds a novena and
is also symbolic of the nine months the Blessedhdiotarried Jesus in
her womb.

Come join us every evening at a different hofoe traditional
prayers, a procession, songs and a party. Thefjéigding hospitality
and welcome is a wonderful way to celebrate Adesré family.

Please call the parish office or check thegbavebsite to find out
the schedule and location of this year’s celebnatibPosadas.



$ %

La Celebracion del Adviento

E tiempo del Adviento es un tiempo de preparaciarapa llega-
da del Sefior en Navidad. La Iglesia nos llamalmaranuestras vidas
y abrir nuestros corazones para recibir el SalvddbMundo. Nuestra
comunidad tendra la oportunidad de celebrar estpdeada santa con
dos celebraciones especiales é importantes: lsaFiesNuestra Sefiora
de Guadalupe y la celebracion de las Posadas.

Este afo, nuestra celebracion guadalupanaewapazar con una no-
vena en honor de la Virgen. El Domingo 2 de Didezrvamos a en-
tregar una imagen peregrina de la Virgen una famlie van a ser los
anfitriones de la imagen y de la comunidad porian & las 7:00 p.m.
la comunidad esta invitada a la casa de la faipdra rezar en prepara-
cion para la celebracion. Esta familia va a p&sanagen a otra fami-
lia el dia siguiente y la familia va a ser anfitride la comunidad para
las oraciones en este dia. Reiteremos el procesta kl sdbado 8 de
diciembre. EI domingo 9 de diciembre, vamos alwelecon una pro-
cesion, Misa y una comida de traje a las 12:00 fsta celebracion es
una celebracién de la llegada de Jesus en Amérael wmor grande
gue Dios tiene por los pueblos de este continente.

Nuestras celebraciones de las Posadas empedadamingo 16 de
diciembre antes de la fiesta de los Caballeros@énC Vamos cele-
brar cada noche hasta el sabado 23 de diciembxareas casas por
toda la parroquia. Estas celebraciones de lasdBss®s recuerdan de
nuestro deber de abrir nuestras vidas a Jesusuigre thospedarse con
Nosotros.

Las celebraciones del Adviento nos ayudan paepas para la llega-
da de Jesus en Navidad. Esperamos que todos sistedanten con
nosotros para preparar nuestras almas para ldaaldgia llegada del
Sefior.

Por favor, vean el boletin de diciembre y lotaates que vamos a
distribuir para los detalles de las celebraciones.

El Librito Azul

Tiempo de Adviento y Navidad Este Adviento vamadener otra
vez los Libritos Azules para su reflexion durantdviénto. Les invitaf
mos a uds a aprovechar de esta oportunidad pareregeen en su fe
cristiana. La meta es dedicar “Seis Minutos al®i2ios” todos los
dias. Realmente no es nada en comparacion cornrad é&o un dia.
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Our Lord of Esquipulas
Feast of Guatemala

This Feast is celebrated with a sjpe-
cial Mass on January 18 at 12 Noon|l at
the Church of St. Mary. It honors Gua-
temala's revered Black Christ, a woo
image venerated for its miraculgus
powers was carved by Guatem
sculptor Quirio Catafio in the 16th cdn-
tury from dark balsam wood. It lafer
turned black by the smoke of hundr
of years of burning candles and ince
Guatemalan Bishop Pardo de Figu
ordered the basilica built in 1737, affer
he was cured of a chronic ailment.

Our Lady of Suyapa
The Patroness of the
Republic of Honduras

The tiny image of Our Lady of t
Conception of Suyapa was found by a
humble young peasant on a Saturd i
January, 1747. Alejandro Colindres &
Lorenzo Martinez, an eight year (
boy, were returning to the village
Suyapa, tired from working all dg
gathering corn. They were half wg
there when night fell as they reac
the Piliglin ravine. This seemed
them like a good place to spend
night and they laid down on the ha

it up and threw it far away. Strang¢
enough, on lying down again he felt
same discomfort, but - intrigued - tis
time he did not throw it, instead he fut
it away in his knapsack. At day brep
he discovered that the mysterious ob,
was a charming small image of
Lady carved in cedar wood. For m
information check out this website:
http://campus.udayton.edu/maty/
resources/engfour.html

Our Lady of Suyapa is celebrated wit
a special Mass on February 8 at
12 noon at the Church of St. Mary.




Parish Epiphany Celebration

Come celebrate Epiphany and our immigrant story
by enjoying our parish Epiphany Celebration on Janu
ary 4 from 9:15 a.m. -10:15 a.m.

The DVD One Border One Bodywill be shown
and Three Kings Bread/Rosca de Reyes will be served
The DVD tells the story of a ritual that unites pko
beyond political constructions which divide them.

In the dry, rugged, and sun-scorched terrdierey
many immigrants lose their lives, bishops, prieaty)
lay people come together each year to celebrate the
Eucharist. Like other liturgies, they pray and sfop
together. Unlike other liturgies, a sixteen foatni
fence divides this community in half, with one side
Mexico and the other in the United States.

One Border, One Bodglls the story of a ritual that
unites people beyond political constructions which
divide them. Amidst a desert of death and a cellair
fear, it testifies to God’s universal, undivideddaun-
restricted love for all people. It speaks of tlii¢ and
challenge of Christian faith and the call to febe t
world’s hunger for peace, justice, and reconciiadi

Ministry Schedules

New Liturgical Ministry schedules will be sent out

the week of November 23 for Advent through Ordinary
Time after the Christmas Season (November 29/30
through February 21/22, 2009). If you have anysgque
tions or need changes made as to when you are avalil
able to be scheduled, please contact Megan Gilles,
rector of Music and Liturgy or the coordinator feyur
ministry. All schedules for Hospitality Minister§ift
Bearers, Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy
Communion, and Servers are available on the parish
website or in the ministry room.

Coordinators are:

Steve Weitzel-Eucharistic Ministers

Larry Fujan-Lectors

Claire Houchens- Altar Servers

Scott Strutz-Hospitality Ministry

Mary Jo and Harold Larson-Sacristans

Patti Tschida-Gift Bearers

Christmas Adult Choir

Come join in making beautiful music by joining

the Adult Choir for Christmas. The Adult Choir lneg
practicing for Christmas on December 1 from 7:00-
9:00 p.m. and continues on December 8, 15, and 22.
For more information, you may contact Megan Gilles,
the Director of Music and Liturgy.

Instrumentalists are also needed to help nmake
Christmas liturgies extra special. If you haves thpe-
cial gift, please give Megan Gilles a call and vi&er.

All Children & Families

of the Diocese of New Ulm
are invited to join

Bishop John LeVoir
in a special

Advent Prayer Service
to help us focus on the
true meaning of Christmas

December 14, 2008

2:00 p.m.
St. Peter Church
1801 W. Broadway
St. Peter,MN

Or
7:00 p.m.
St. Peter Church

307 W. 4th Street
Canby, MN

Please bring the Baby Jesus figure
from your home manger scene
for Bishop LeVoir to bless
during the service.

In Keeping with the generosity of the
Advent season, families are
invited to bring “swaddling clothes’
in the form of baby sleepers, layette
items, or blankets. These will be
donated to San Lucas Mission,
Birthright, or Human Services.




Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults

RCIA

T he Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults within
the Catholic Church is the process whereby adohs i
terested in learning more about the Catholic Faiget
with a sponsor and a team of adults on a weeklisbas
to discern the possibility of becoming full members
Our Candidates and Catechumen are using a book
calledWe Believéby Fr. Oscar Lukefahr and tlible,
which is the main resource to supplement the sessio
Through the course of the liturgical year we coter
basics of the Catholic Faith.

The parish community is the principal agent for
the process RCIA meets weekly on Tuesday evenings
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Church of St. Mary, andl wil
also meet at Our Lady of the Lakes in Spicer. gihe
in late September and continues through the E8si@r
son culminating with the Easter Vigil.

This year for the third time RCIA is occurring
within our Catholic Area Faith Community dlesus
Our Living Water We have candidates from Our Lady

Growing In Faith Together

G. LLET.

January 2009
Between the Masses ( 9:15 to 10:15)

January 11
Sacrament of Holy Orders

What does holy orders have to do with me?
The whole church is a priestly people. Throligh
baptism all believers are joined to Christ andflare
anointed to share in His work of priest, proghet
and king. The ministerial priesthood is a unijue
participation in Christ’'s priesthood and shareg in
the priesthood of Christ in a way that differs frjpm
the common priesthood of the faithful.

January 18
Sacrament of Holy Matrimony

How can | make my marriage better?
In the Sacrament of Matrimony a baptized woman
a baptized man are joined in marriage for life
called to serve the whole Church together as ai
couple. A couple joined in matrimony establish
domestic church, which means a church in their
hold. The love and support of a husband and afoi
each other is a sign of God’s ongoing loving ¢
all people and of Christ’s love for the Church.

of the Lakes in Spicer and from the Church of Sary
in Willmar. We are blessed with seven men and
women who are presently in the inquiry stage ofrthe
journey.

The names of the Candidates Ross Evink, Kathy
Johnson, Alyson Keenan, James Miller, Carol Mon-
nens, Tamara Valenzuela and Laura Vazquez.

Little Blue Books
Available During Advent

M ake preparations during this Advent Season by

taking time for daily prayer, and a few momentssisf

lence. Thd.ittle Blue Book ,located in the Gather

Each has a sponsor walking with them as a drien Area, offers you a guide for daily reflection amedi-

and guide throughout the process. The emphasis is
therelationship andthe key relationship which is with
God and the Person of Jesus.

The Rite of Welcome for these candidates will
take place on Sunday, Dec. at the Church of St.
Mary during the 10:30 a.m. Mass and at Our Lafdy o
the Lakes at the 10 a.m. Mass. Thank you to each ol
you for the ways in which you are making our paash
warm and welcoming community of believers. Do try
to remember to keep our Inquirers in your dailyypra
and greet them when you see them at Mass.

8 THE NEWSLETTER ADVENT 2008

tation. During this busy time of the year; rememioe

rest, be silent and spend time with God as yougreep

for the birth of His Son.

Eucharistic Adoration

S Mary’s Eucharistic Adoration takes place the
First Friday of each month following the noon Mass
and concludes at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday morningu Y
are invited to come to the Chapel for a time ofypra
and meditation. If you have any questions, please con-

tact Mike Stoffel.



V#(#

Dr. Axel Theimer

o #

TheSt. John’s University
Men’s Chorus will be in con-

TheRose Ensemblevill be performing on
TuesdayDecember 2, 7:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s.
The Rose Ensemble, based in St. Paul, MN was
founded in 1996 and this past summer completed
two European tours to high acclaim. They have
been called'The Twin Cities' most daring and
imaginative vocal ensembldiy the St. Paul Pio-
neer Press. Their music reawakens the ancient
through imaginative performances of vocal music,
connecting each individual to past worlds with sto-
ries of spirituality and humanity.

The program will be Christmas in Early Ameri-
can and Baroque Mexico. Early Mexican music
resounds in this joyful holiday program featuring
over two centuries of festive Christmas dances,
ballads andiillancicosfrom the great cathedrals of
Puebla and Mexico City, including some never be-
fore performed in the U.S. Accompanied\bgla
da gambavihuela da man@nd several percussion
instruments (including African drums), solos and
choruses burst forth in this program that’s anyghin
but predictable.

Tickets will be available at the door cost#iR
and $9 for senior citizens/students. For morerinfo
mation contact Megan at the parish office.

cert on Thursday, February 26, 2009,

7:30 p.m. at St. Mary's. This is th
beginning of their Spring Tour
There will be a free will offering
with a reception to follow the con
cert. The choir is under the directic
of Dr. Axel Theimer.

+ *)

* (

All are welcome to attend this con-
cert. Host homes are needed for the
choir members and director for the
evening of Thursday, February 26. If

you are able to help withsthplease
contact Megan at the pariffice.



Daughters of Isabella

Women of the Parish if you have won-
dered what the Daughters of Isabella is all about,
here is your chance to find out! You are invited t
attend a Christmas Party on Monday, Dec. 1 begin-

The Giving Tree

During the First Week of Advent you will nagi
our Christmas tree is up-and decorated in the &
Area.

We ask that you help to un-decorate the tree di
this season of Advent. . Each ornament repres

ning at 6:00 p.m. at the Willmar VFW. Dinner will
begin at 6:30 p.m. Cost of the dinner is a frdée w
c  offering. A short open meeting will follow dinner
athe This year will also include a gift auction whichlhwi
require you to bring a new wrapped present. If
uIring you have questions, please call Terry Horning at
seNts 235-6264.

something we need for the Christmas baskets and giv
ing programs. Take an ornament-and return latér|wi
an item or several items from the list on the oream
Put your gifts in the baskets around the tree wAsin-
decorate our tree, we will be decorating the lioé
families in need with hope and our own heart amaif
lies with compassion and.joy.

UJ

Holiday Baskets
Continue the Tradition of Sharing

St. Mary’s parishioners are always willing sieare
their time, talent and resources many times throug
the year. During the week of Dec. 15 you are invited
to be part of this tradition as we prepare our Hady
Baskets for those who are in need of extra help dur
ing this time of year.

Please check the Giving Tree, which is located
the Gather Area, for a listing of food items foe tlood
baskets. If you would rather give a cash donation,
please indicate your donation is for the Holidaigs
Giving Program.

Beginning on Dec. 1 you are welcome to call in
names of people that may be in need of this service
Each family will be assigned a time during the weék
Dec. 15 to come and pick up their Holiday Basket at
the church.

Willmar Area Food Shelf
WAFS

During this holiday season you are encouraged
remember the WAFS. The WAFS can stretch your
dollar by purchasing food from Second Harvest Food
Bank for a low maintenance fee of 4-16 cents per
pound of food.

A donation of $5 to the WAFS can feed a fanoily
three for three days.
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Eucharistic Ministry

Pastoral Care Ministers from our Area Faitmco
munity provide prayer, support and Holy Communion
to those at Rice Memorial Hospital and to the mgsi
homes and private homes.

At the four nursing homes located in Willmére
Eucharist is celebrated on Thursday mornings. Othe
times during the month the rosary and/or a prager s
vice is lead by lay ministries along with Communion

If you are aware of someone wishing to recéhie
ministry, please contact the Pastoral Care Office.

St. Mary’s Foundation

S. Mary’s Foundation was established to orgarjjze,
aid, support and promote the various ministried [tha
take place in the Church of St. Mary. The Fou [
sponsors the Mid-Winter Gala, the Summer Chdrity
Golf Event, and hosts the Memorial Day Social Ti

Please Mark Your Calendar
*@‘ Mid-Winter Gala on Friday, February 13, 2009

’ Charity Golf Event on July 27, 2009

The Mid-Winter Gala plans are beginning. It isffa
grand evening with an array of food and refres:njent

along with entertainment, music and a silent auactio

If you would like to donate to the auction or/
involved in the planning and preparation of thislad
event, please contact the parish office for furttie]
tails.

a




Twas the Night Before Christmas

Composed by Fr. Steve Verhelst

Twas the night before Christmas and all throughGharch
The people have gathered to celebrate, to singiaaseiarch.

The Church is decorated with poinsettias with care
Our prayers of thanksgiving and praise fill the air

Christmas is the time that we do need to bring
The gift of ourselves to the newborn King.

We welcome the Christ child, the Word made flesh
He came to bring PEACE, this babe in the creché.

Our lives are filled with busyness and clatter
And so we pause to reflect on what matters.

Its family and friends, its Jesus our King
God’s compassion and love he has come to bring.

Now Mothers! Now Fathers! Now children and teens!
On poets! On lovers! On all the redeemed!

Open your hearts, your lives and your homes
The Christ child wants to dwell in the places yoam.

Jesus will lift up your spirit, bring you great jayd peace.
He will be with you each day, long after the Chmas feast.

This poem must now come to an end!
And with it God’s blessings, the gift of His Somro
Redeemer and friend.

The Christmas Season is upon us, Emmanuel is here!
Merry Christmas to all and to all may God'’s presehbe near!

Merry Christmas,
Fr. Steve

Christmas
Church Environment

We are accepting donations for the

Christmas environment/poinsettias.
Please place your donation in a sepa-
rate envelope marked Christmas deco-
rations. You are also invited to bring
your whole family to help decorate the
church for Christmas on Tuesday,
Dec. 23 starting at 4 p.m. and going

until we have finished.

Slowly Celebrating
Advent

Although we are told good things come
to those who wait, waiting is not always
easy, especially in our world of immedi-
ate gratification. Advent can help us by
teaching us the virtue of patience. Here
are some ideas for celebrating Advent in
a way that encourages patience.

1. When you

put out your

Nativity

scene, add

the various

figures in

stages over

the 4 weeks

of Advent. Begin first by placing the
scenery: the stable, the manger, trees,
and so on. Then add the animals: the
sheep and cattle. Next, add the other
characters: the shepherds and the
Magi. Finally, include Mary and Jo-
seph, adding the baby Jesus on
Christmas morning.

Decorate your Christmas tree in
stages, leaving it green at first, then
adding the lights
from the top down
(to symbolize the
Light of Christ en-
tering our world),
then adding orna-
ments from the
bottom up (to sym-
bolize our lives
reaching up toward
God), and finally, adding a figure of
the baby Jesus under the tree to show
how heaven and earth are connected
through the Incarnation. In this way,
the Christmas tree serves not only as
a decoration, but also as a sacramen-
tal, reminding us of the entrance of
God'’s grace into our lives.
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