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A Message from Fr. Steve
And the Survey said.............

We are often asked to fill out surveys throughrttaél or over the
phone. (Be sure to take the time to fill out thaltteassessment survey that is
included in this Lenten Newsletter.) People valueapinions and ideas and
they want to get an idea of what people are thimkimoking for, or needing in
their life. Recently a survey was conducted by arci publication that wanted
to know “what do you look for in a church?”

And the survey saipeople were looking for a parish that had services
that met their particular needs, they were lookarghurseries, day care, food,
lively music that wasn’t too lively, parenting ct&s, food (I know it was al-
ready said), stress reduction techniques, engagidgntertaining preaching,

Th e activities for young people, good parking, a prétijlding and, believe it or
not, a community that was not too “elderly.”

SeaSO n Of Now, nothing in the list was surprising (well okélye “elderly” thing

did surprise me a bit), but what was surprising tvas it looked when it was
L t 2009 all listed in black and white on a piece of papww, most of the things that
e n were listed are good and wonderful gifts that agbacan offer to its members.
However, the list suggests that perhaps peopletroigly be looking for the
surface things. Are there deeper things that makariah vibrant and a wel-
coming place to belong? Does the parish challesgeDoes it offer opportuni-

ties for growth and service? Does it encouragenantibment to justice and
peace?

Lenten Regulations

Abstinence from meat by Not to over simplify, but nowhere on the survegs of what people
Catholics 14 years of age arfd were looking for in a parish was there anythingulgiving, it was all about
older on Ash Wednesday and @l getting Of course, we should not advocate for one oweother, but ratherve
the Fridays of Lent. This obliga{| must strive to have a balance of both giving to agetting something from
tion prohibits the eating of medt, our parish community.

but not eggs, milk pr_oducts The Season of Lent is always a time for persaradwal and parish
condiments of any .k'nd' evs renewal, to embrace the springtime wonder of oitin.fAt its heart, it is about
though made from animal fat. reclaiming the noble dignity of our baptism. L&nthe season for us give
something up, tgive alms by using our Rice Bowls, ¢five generously to the
needs of others through fasting and works of jestiegive a little more time
to God in prayer and praise each day. Lent isthlsseason when vget
God’s abundant mercy and forgiveness; wegarenanother chance taétit

right,” to walk in the presence of the Lord. Lesti blessed time for us to re-
18 years old b.UI not yet 59 yerSmember the words of a lively (but hopefully, nod lovely) song based on the
of age are obliged to fast on f@st

" prayer of St. Francis, “It is igiving of ourselves that weeceive and indying
days. On fast days, two adyi- .t e ardvornto eternal life.”

tional smaller meals are permittgd _ o

if necessary to maintain streng h Lent is the timaivento us to stop and remember, to allow the bless-

However, the two smaller med|s ing of our lives to be a blessing for our parisd arblessing for the world.
together may not equal one fljii When we gather with others and are nourished dgtfle each week, when we
meal. Moreover, eating solf allow ourselves to hear the call to a greater camenit to justice, when we
foods between meals on fast dffystllow ourselves to be challenged to greater lowediscover the fullness of

is not permitted. what is means to be a woman, a man, someone alirehe mysterious pres-
ence of God within us. This is the parish, the peope all seek to be, and
belong to; the church we are called to serve medm each day.

-~ -

Fasting on Ash Wednesday anfd
Good Friday. Fasting means li

iting oneself to one full meal onjg
given fast day. Catholics who {fe

What do wegetin all of this? Wegeta life from God! What does our
parishget? It getsthe blessing of our life!



What is the Paschal Triduum?

By Sister Mary Kay Mahowald

The Three Days, thd&aster Triduum (Latin for We gather quietly as a community of believers o
“three days ), is the centerpiece of the entiraryir  Good Friday and again listen to the word of God. This
Christians. These days of Holy Thursday, Gooddsrid is the only day of the year when Mass is not celeelor.
and the Easter Vigil of Holy Saturday mark thgstery  Following the reading of the Scripture and the [@oa-
around which our lives are played out as followefs tion of the Passion of Jesus Christ according tmnJo
Christ. 18:1-19:42, we hear a homily and we then pray for a

As persons already initiated into the Churdfouigh the world’s needs. We include prayers for the Chur

Baptism, Eucharist and Confirmation, we are so mucficr the Pope, for Jews, for non-Christians andafibin
an integral part of the community of believers that Public office and for those in special need.

are not just invited to the liturgies of the Trichu Our Then there is another once-a-year eventeasener-
presence is needed. Our presence is especiallyate the Holy Cross This communal reverence of an
needed as we welcome new members into the com-instrument of torture recalls the painful pricecnir re-
munity of faith. demption and the humiliation of Jesus Christ thiaigs

Furthermore, the Three Days are not seen & thrsense and life back to a huma_nity that is lost deat.
distinct liturgies but asne movement. Those of us AS We venerate the cross we sing not only of teoso
who have suffered the loss of a loved one knowitiat ~Put @lso of the glory of the cross by which we haeen

as one event from the moment of the person’s demth Saved. Our response: In what ways can we make the
til the burial and beyond. We are unable to fiestun-  Cross realin life today?
til we accompany the spouse or parent to the gnaiee. OnHoly Saturday the members of the Church, the
keep vigil with the deceased person. The Triduura is already baptized and initiated, gather in darkressd
similar experience with our Savior and Brother gce light a new fire tonight. Hungry from fasting, lig
our faith assures us that Christ has risen andris With  headed from vigilance and filled with anticipatiome
us. He is victorious The Church proclaims the direc- light a great candle that will burn throughout fifey
tion of the Triduum with the opening prayer of Holy days of the Easter seasohhis is the night of waiting
Thursday: and watching. This is the solemikaster Vigil. We
will hear some of the most powerful narratives pnot-
lamations of our tradition. All our saints are daked
and stand with us as we bless the waters. Catectmume
and candidates renounce evil, profess the faitithef
Let us look more closely at each of the dayseiee @ chyrch, are baptized and confirmed. All of us rene
better sense of them as a whole movement. our Baptismal promises and look forward to Jesiss ra
OnHoly Thursday evening we enter into this time ing us from death.

together and listen to the word of Goq. .Th.e Church Tonight spend some time in quiet contemplation be-

disciples (John 13:1-15) and witness the sameraatio \yhat does hewant to say to you?Listen closely. Your
our assembly. We then participate in the Euchatt®e  ggemption is at hand. “I love you.”

supreme gift of LoveThe liturgy has no ending as we
are now in the Triduum. If we keep our eyes fixed on
Jesus’ love during this sacred time, we will bended
and so will the world.

We should glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus &thri
for he is our salvation, our life and resurrection;
through him we are saved and made f(&al 6:14)



Chrism Mass

By Megan Gilles

On Thursday, April 2 beginning at 7 p.
all of the faithful are invited to the Dioces
Chrism Mass which will take place in our a
faith community aDur Lady of the Lakes in
Spicer.

The Chrism Mass is not only about the h
oils, even if it does draw its name from the
cred chrism that is consecrated during the
It is also a celebration of commitment to mir
try: to the ordained ministry of priests and d
cons and to the dedicated lay ministry of m
who serve in the parishes of the diocese. T
cally this is the largest annual gathering
clergy and the faithful that most dioceses in
United States experience during the year.

Originally the Chrism Mass was celebrg

in the morning of Holy Thursday, but due|t
the distances that some dioceses cover,| t

celebration has been moved to other date
better allow for more of the faithful to parti
pate.

The Chrism Mass takes its name from
most eminent of the three holy oils which
bishop commissions for his local churches
use over the following year. The Sac
Chrism is “consecrated” and all priests pres
participate in the latter moment by extend

their hands toward the vessel containing the

as the bishop says the prayer of consecratic

The Chrism is used at the ordination oF

priests and bishops, baptisms, confirmati
the consecration of altars and the blessin
churches where the walls are marked with

the shape of the cross. As part of the consecr

tion of the Chrism, balsam is poured into
pure olive oil which gives it a sweet smell
tended to remind those who encounter it of
"odor of sanctity" to which those people
things who are marked with it, and by ext
sion all of us are called to strive for.

The Oil of the Sick, used for those who s
the anointing, and the Oil of the Catechum
which is imposed on those preparing for b
tism, are simply "blessed.” The oil of the cz
chumens and the oil of the sick are also |
olive oil, no balsam is added to them.

At the end of the liturgy, small portions
each of the holy oils are taken by each paris
be used in their parish community during
next year.

Consider attending this liturgy and see
living, and experiencing more of our faith g
a terrific experience of liturgy and worship.
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Signs, Symbols and Parties!
o By Ron Skjong

req Haveyou noticed how we treasure the ‘signsisls and
parties’ in our lives?

m.,

Our lives are a complex fabric of signs, symsbahd parties — all
olynaking sense to us because we use them to marktanpéevents’
sai our everyday lives. These ‘events’ may be biats, baptisms,
riteaveddings, anniversaries, the passages of seasdngeaneven the
lispassage from life. Each family creates their oemss of what is im-
eaportant to them and either uses the traditionaissgymbols/parties to
angcknowledge them or creates their own signs/synientses to rec-
ypdgnize the significance of these events. In myilfgrwve celebrate

ohalf birthdays — maybe we are just not patient ghdior the annual
thbirthday! | like to think it keeps us in touch tieach other.

Every Spring, we eagerly anticipate the arrighlthe ‘signs’ of
te‘EISpring. Perhaps to you it is the first flight &fege flying north or the
Ospotting of the first robin. Maybe it is that figentle and warm night
eeze or the noticeable warmth of the sun. Qhagpss it is the sight
S 8 that first crocus bravely sticking its head abground amidst the
“I- almost imperceptible greening of our lawns. Whatethat sign/

symbol of Spring is to you, it is a heart liftingoment and a cause to
thRave a celebration. My memory of Spring is alwtigs to the friski-
thehess of animals — from the youngest to the oldgistal, they know it

5 105 Spring and can't help but kick up their heelgoiyl

red
-ent EVery Spring, we move into Holy Week and cedéb Easter Sun-

inglay - with its great signs/symbols of the party steuld be having

» giPr the next fifty days Easter Sunday launches us into the party sea-

yn.Son of Easter — a season lasting fifty days and Bentecost. Why

ifty days? The fiftieth (pente-) day is sevendsrseven (the perfect

hn number) plus one (the first day of new life). Twerd Easter proba-
%y comes from the Norse terBostur,the season of the rising sun or

gti?he time of the new birth of Spring. Both of theseanings lend

. themselves to a Christian symbolism of new lifeotigh the risen

Eh Christ — the eternal light of the world. TherefoifeSpring brings us

in-% Easter and is a time of new life, isn’t it adifior a party?

the So, let's party on! For fifty days, you havermission to celebrate

indife - a party to celebrate the joy of Easter amel friskiness that joy

enshould bring into your lives. Go ahead — party okick up your
heels and enjoy the warmth of the risen Savior,fligat of Christ

eethrough the cross and into the increasing lighhefvness, bravely

engaise your head to the Son and say: “I am an Ea&eson!” And

apwhile you are celebrating, don't forget to

iteplan your birthday party for the Church which

hurdappens on Pentecost!

So, party on, you dudes and dudettes!
ofThe signs/symboils are all in alignment for

;?] {u to enjoy during the fifty days of Easter!
the
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12 noon Mass
5:30 p.m-Mass

7:00 p.m Liturgy of the Word with Distribution of Ashes

8:00 p.m.Spanish Liturgy of the Word with
Distribution of Ashes

Area Communal Reconciliation Services
St. Mary's.......ccooeeeenn. Wed., March 18 5:30pm& 7pm

Willmar Sun., March 29- 4pm

Sun., April 5 - 4pm

St. Patrick.................... Wed., April 1 - 6:30pm
Kandiyohi

Our Lady of the Lakes....Wed., March 25- 7:15pm
Spicer Sun., April 5-7pm

Stations of the Cross

Stations of the Crosswill be celebrated at 5:30 p.m.

on Thursdays during Lent as listed below.
March 05 March 19
March 12 March 26

Lenten Soup Suppemlong with enrichment

programs will follow the Stations of the Crosshie fparish
center For several years, St. Mary’s has hosted a simple

meal of soup as a way to come together as a pakisia

community of faith, we join in prayer and fasting Bhurs-
day evenings during Lent in an effort to strengtbanrela-

tionship with God and one another. The scheduknef
richment topics may be found further on in this slatter.

Holy Week Schedule in
Our Area Parishes

Holy Thursday - April 9
St. Thomas More, Lake Lillian - 5:30 p.m.
Our Lady of the Lakes, Spicer - 7:00 p.m.

Good Friday - April 10
St. Patrick’s, Kandiyohi - 5:30 p.m.

Our Lady of the Lakes, Spicer - 7:00 p.m.

Area Easter Vigil - April 11
St. Mary’s, Willmar - 8:30 p.m.

Easter Sunday - April 12

St. Thomas More, Lake Lillian - 8:00 a.m.
Our Lady of the Lakes, Spicer - 10:00 a.m.
St. Patrick’s, Kandiyohi - 10:00 a.m.

Passion of the Lord

Saturday April 4 5:30 p.m.
Sunday April 5 8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 noon (Spanish)
The Lord’s Last Supper
Thursday April 9 7:30 p.m.

After the celebration of the Lord’s Supper Masgehe
will be adoration of the Blessed Sacrament untiB@0
p.m. Also, families are urged to bring their Rbawls
with them to be given at this celebration.

12:00 noon
5:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m. (Spanish)

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion and Death.
An opportunity to venerate the Cross and recepifon
Communion.

# 9

Saturday

Friday April 10

% &

April 11 8:30 p.m.

Celebration of the Vigil of the Resurrection and th
reception of our RCIA candidates into the full
communion of the Catholic Churcfrhis will be an
area vigil for all four of our parishes in the Area
Faith Community and will be celebrated at St.
Mary’s in Willmar.

$

Sunday

At St. Mary’s

7:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 noon (Spanish)

Celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord. Begig
of our fifty day celebration of Easter.

April 12

Eucharistic Adoration: St. Mary’s Eucharistic
Adoration takes place the First Friday of each ront
following the noon Mass and concludes at 8:30 am.
Saturday. You are invited to come to the chapehfo

time of prayer and meditation. If you have anysjue

tions, please contact parishioner Mike Stoffel.



Sacramental
Life and

Worship

Lenten Evening Prayer
Sunday, March 15 at 7 p.m.

All parishioners are invited to attend the LentarE£

ning Prayer on March 15 at the Church of St. Mabgs

ginning at 7 p.m.
Evening prayer has a long tradition in the Ro
Catholic Church.

make up the service. A traditional Lenten foodniteill
be shared after the service.

Chrism Mass Area Choir

Singers are invited to participate in the choi the
Diocesan Chrism Mass which will take place on T
day, April 2 at 7 p.m. at Our Lady of the LakesSipicg
Choir rehearsal will be on March 23 in Spicer szm

Scripture, intercessions and musi

ma

Area Easter Vigil

This year there will only be one celebratidnttoe
Easter Vigil in our area faith community of Kandiyg
Lake Lillian, Spicer and Willmar.

The reason for this change is to allow fordhtechu
men and candidates in the RCIA process to be big
into full communion in the Catholic Church togetlasrd
group even though they are from different parishasur
area. Having one Easter Vigil will also help usparg
for the future when we will have fewer priests &sgvin
this area faith community.

The Church of St. Mary will be hosting the Area
Easter Vigil this year on April 11 at 8:30 p.m. We
will be having liturgical ministers from all fourapisheg
assist at this Mass. There will also be an arear
formed to help lead the music. If you are intezdsn
helping with the Easter Vigil, please be sure tataot

ugh

Megan Gilles or Fr. Steve.

Liturgical Ministry Coordinators

Steve Weitzel Ministers of Holy Communion
Scott Strutz - Ministers of Hospitality

Claire Houchens- Altar Servers

Larry Fujan - Lectors

Harold and Mary Jo Larson - Sacristans
Patti Tschida - Gift Bearers

If you have any questions concerning these strias,
please contact the coordinator for the ministryouYnay
also contact the Director of Music and Liturgy, Meg
Gilles at the parish office. Volunteers will beeded for
the Triduum liturgies. Please contact Megan vaitly
dates that you can not serve during the summerhmont
The next liturgical ministry schedule will be faink g
through September 5/6.

Easter Sunday Music

Youth and Young Adults are needed to providesimu
cal leadership on Easter Sunday at the 10:30 a.assM
on April 12. College students who will be home for
Easter, young adults who live in the Willmar araad
high school students are encouraged to contact Mega
Gilles, Director of Music and Liturgy, if you areter-
ested in helping out. Parents please let yourdsomghter
know about this opportunity. One practice will bheld
on April 11.

Liturgical Ministers Web Terminal

The Church of St. Mary has recently launchditua
gical ministers web terminal. Ultilizing this ses®ioffers
many benefits! You may request a substitute, clyeck
schedule, update your profile, submit dates yourente
able to serve, and much more! If you would likeutd-
ize this service, contact Megan Gilles.



Music Ministry Alive/National Catholic Youth Choir 2009

Music Ministry Alive and the National National Catholic Youth Choirrehearses
Catholic Youth Choir are excellent music camps at St. John’s University from June 22-July 9.
presented in our own state of Minnesota! Registrations are due March 31. This camp is

open to vocalists entering "1 ¢hrough 12 grade.
Music Ministry Alivetakes place at the Col- This choir goes on a multi-state tour including an
lege of St. Catherine from July 28-August 2. The appearance at the National Pastoral Musicians
camp is open to both vocalists and instrumental-convention in Chicago.

ists who are entering 011", 12" grade or are Check out their website at
in their first two years of college. Adults arsal www.catholicyouthchoir.org
welcome to participate. Registration is due by
April 1 for the early bird pricing. Scholarships are offered by both camps as well
Check out their website at as by the Church of St. Mary. Scholarships from
Www.musicministryalive.com St. Mary'’s are for first time attendees. Therd wil

be one $450 scholarship and one $400 scholar-
ship. Applications are available on the parish
website, at the Information Station, or by contact-
ing Megan Gilles.

Upcoming Concert

St. John’s University Men’s Chorus

TheSt. John’s University Men’s Cho-
rus will be in concert on Thursday, Febru-
ary 26, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. This is the begin-
ning of their Spring 2009 Concert Tour.

There will be a free will offering to help
cover tour expenses. A reception will fol-
low the concert. The choir is under the di-
rection of Dr. Axel Theimer. All are wel-
come to attend this concert.

Volunteers are needed to assist with the
reception. If you are able to help with this,
please contact Megan at the parish office.



Youth
Faith Formation

A Child’s Pretend Mass

St. Mary’s has a great tradition called
The Pretend Mass
The Pretend Mass involves student
preparing to receive the Sacrament @
First Eucharist. This eventscheduled
for Saturday, April 18 from 9-11:30 a.m. in the Paish

b

First Communion

This year First Communion will be different &t.
Mary’s!

During the weekend of Saturday, May 2 and Syrjpda
May 3, the First Communicant’'s family will chogse
whether they want to attend the Saturday 5:30 [p.m.
Mass, the Sunday 8 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. Mass (&hig
lish) or the Spanish Mass at noon. The choice atdé@
will help families plan their weekends when extefie
family members can come and participate in thistfre
sacrament with the child.

First Communion Practices are scheduled ford8y
April 26 — English practice from 9:15-10:15 a.m.dgn
Spanish practice from 1-2 p.m.

Hall, provides instruction to the students regarding tt
Mass and the reception of Holy Communion.
and their parents have an opportunity to prefdazesh-
vironment for the Pretend Mass, act out the various
istries of the Mass and experience the Euchariat sze-
cial gift.

Confirmation

OnSaturday, February 21 at the 5:30 p.m. Mas
our 11th grade students will receive the Sacranoépt
Confirmation.

After a two year period of preparation, thesaaent
have demonstrated their willingness to join therchwa
adult members. Along with Father Steve Verhglst,
Bishop John M. LeVoir, as the presider, will joimr
parish in welcoming these students and invoking
Holy Spirit upon them.

A reception for these students and familie$ wime-
diately follow the Mass — parish members are invii
come and congratulate these young people durirg
special time in their lives.

Graduating Senior’s

The annual dinner honoring St. Mary’'s high siho
graduating seniors is Sunday, March 8 from 5-7 p.m.

Graduates and their parents are invited t® dimner
which is hosted by our high school juniors and rtipair-
ents. St. Mary’s scholarship applications will calse
available during the evening. After March 8, selship
applications will be available at the “Informatidta-
tion.” Be sure to mark on your calendar that Bauoa-
ate Sunday is May 31 during the 10:30 a.m. Mass.

Area Faith Formation Reconciliation Services
Church of St. Mary,Willmar
Wed., Mar. 185 :30 p.m. & 7 p.m.

Our Lady of the Lakes, Spicer
Wed., Mar. 25 -7:15 p.m.
Church of St. Patrick, Kandiyohi
Wed., Apr. 1-6:30 p.m.

Stuslent

First Reconciliation

On December 6, 2008 forty-three of our young st
dents celebrated the Sacrament of Reconciliatiorthie
first time. Receiving Reconciliation helps prep#rese
young students for the reception of First Communion
Along with family members, the student walked ttgiou
a number of the Stations of the Cross and refleoted
each Station from the perspective of forgivenesgon
receiving Reconciliation, each student and famigy r
ceived a First Reconciliation candle and had aupict
taken to record this special moment.

= :",‘
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our G.I.LF.T. program as we look into and
learn about the Sacrament of Reconciliation in Manad
the Sacrament of the Eucharist in April. The sciteéor
these two months will be:

*March 8 & 15: The Sacrament of Reconciliation

*April 5 & 19: The Sacrament of the Eucharist

All sessions begin at 9:15 a.m. and conclade
10:15 a.m.

Diocesan Youth Rally

The annual Youth Rally for alf"" graders will be on
Sunday, April 26, in Sleepy Eye from 1-7 p.m. This
event brings together hundreds of youth from aéirahe
diocese. The day includes Sunday Mass, dynamakspe
ers, social time, snacks, supper and concludes avith
dance. Details and sign up forms will be available
“Information Station.”



O
W
©

)

Un Llamado a Disciplina 'y Operacion Plato de Arroz

Arrepentimiento: Cada Cuaresma nuestra comunidad de fe parécipa
Las Reglas de la Cuaresma Operacion Plato de Arroz, el programa cuaresmaiabfi

La Iglesia llama a los fieles a la conversiénadte la de “Catholic Relief Services.” Este programa llaarias

Cuaresma. Por un examen de nuestras vidas. comtem ptélicos de los EEUU a caminar en solidaridadlosn

cién en la misericordia y bondad de Dios y una el obres del mundo por practicas tradicionales co@es

cién honesta y franca de nuestra necesidad parepp €S d€ oracion, ayuno y caridad, y al mismo tiempo
de Dios la Cuaresma nos prepara a celebrar lognioist 2Prender de las alegrias y luchas de nuestros hesya
de salvacién durante la Semana Santa y el tiemga d@ermanasgn todo ?!‘mllmddc" Eo(rjf?\r/]or sigue lasidail
Pascua. Estamos llamados a ser renovados pordgirperd€S sugeridas en el “calendario del hogar” queavian

transformador de Dios y entrar el misterio de |@rtely gblr conlla cajita en la Misa de Miércoles del Gani
esurreccion del Sefior que nos salve. urante la cuaresma sugerimos que ponga la cajita e

Las disciplinas de oracién, ayuno y caridad, ocghc Un lugar visible todos los dias para que esténieates

partir generoso de nuestros recursos, son los send&'€ 1a responsabilidad de contribuir algo a los esbr
tradicionales que nos guie hacia el arrepentimienﬁﬁuegtra participacion en este programa ayuda poos
perddn y renovacion de nuestras vidas CristianadaE °res ¥ oprimidos en todo el mundo. Nadie es tamepob
oracién nos arrimamos al poder y mensaje salvador @€ N0 puede ayudar con algo. Muchas gracias.
Dios proclamado por Jesucristo y apoyado por eirEsp

tu Santo. En el ayuno creamos un hambre para Dios e

el centro de nuestras vidas, y ese amor de Diazachl

mundo entero por medio de nuestra generosidadvi ser

cio.

Como una comunidad Dios nos llama a la pen#enc

En el ayuno y la abstinencia de comer carne cantiaam

juntos y apoyamos a nuestros hermanos en la pesegri

cion de fe. Para ayudar los fieles la Iglesia rasa a: La Cuaresma
Abstinencia de comer carne (incluso todo tip@de)  ; cuando es la Cuaresma?

por todos los Catdlicos que tienen 14 afios 0 maal en_a cuaresma comienza el Miercoles de Ceniza y
Miercoles de Ceniza y todos los viernes de la Gmage concluye inmediatamente antes de la Misa

Esta obligacion prohibe comer carne, pero se permifespertina el Jueves Santo. (40 dias)
comer huevos, leche y productos de leche;

Ayunar el Miércoles de Ceniza y el Viernes Samt ¢QUE ES EL MIERCOLES DE CENIZA? _
Ayunar significa que solo come una comida durahte e ES €l principio de la cuaresma; un dia especial
dia de ayuno. Los Catélicos que tienen entre 18 31 de penitencia en que manlfestamos nuestro deseo
de edad estan obligados de ayunar en los diasut®.ay Personal de CONVERSION a Dios.

Si es necesario puden afiadir dos comidas pequafis p Al cercamos a la Iglesia para que nos imporgan
mantener su fuerza y salud si es necesario. ceniza, expresamos con humildad y sinceridad de co

_ . razon que deseamos convertimos y creer de verdeld en
Estas reglas nos ayude saber como hacer peEniten gyangelio.

caminar juntos el sendero de penitencia y conversio

nos ayude apoyarnos en la disciplina de la Cuaresma ¢DE DONDE PROVIENE LA CENIZA? _
La ceniza procede de los ramos bendecidos del Bomin

go De Ramos del ano anterior, seguiendo una costumb
Eventos VVenideros que comenz6 al siglo XII.
Retiro Familiar ¢, Cudl es el simbolismo de la Ceniza?
Tema: El Gran Regalo de la Eucaristia El simbolismo de la ceniza es:
El Sabado 28 de febrero [.  Un recuerdo de nuestra condicion humana de ser
9:00 AM al 2:00 PM débil y que caminamos hacia la muerte
La Iglesia de Santa Maria 2. Un recuerdo de nuestra situacion pecadora
b+ 3. Oracion y suplica ardiente para que el Senor nos
Grupo de Oracion ayude
Empezaremos un Grupo de Oracion 4. Un recuerdo de la Resurreccion, que ya los hijos
gue va a reunir por una hora los martes de Dios estan destinados a participar efuegifo
alas 6:30 PM en la Capilla. de Cristo
Bienvenidos Todos




Adult
Faith Formation

Operation Rice Bowl

St. Mary’s will again participate in the Calibdrelief
Services (CRSPperation Rice Bowprogram.

CRS is one of the world’s best run and orgzchize-
lief services and does work around the globe ipihg
to meet the basic human needs of food, clean waier
tainable agriculture and health ca@ur parish’'s re-
sponse to the needs of CRS is to participate ia Dp-
eration Rice Bowl program We will be asking you t
donate in two different ways: (1) On Ash Wedneg
you will be invited to take a rice bowl home witbuyfor
almsgiving during Lent. (2) Our Faith Formationssag
will participate in a special challenge. Each sladll be

challenged to raise money toward a common goal.

that goal is met, all classes will be treated tpizza
party.

Please pick up yowRice Bowlin the Gathering Spa¢

and use this opportunity as a means to fulfill ybenten
practices of almsgiving, prayer and fasting:
Almsgiving— donating towards a chari ;gﬂ,oN RIQ;,
Prayer— joining together with our les J Ly ,\%
fortunate brothers and sisters in a )i
divine way; =
Fasting — donating the money you sa
from fasting toOperation Rice Bowl!

Knights of Columbus
Fish Fry

Friday, March 13 & March 27
4:30-7:30 p.m.
St. Mary’s Parish Center

Dinner includes: Fish Filet, Baked Potato,
Cole Slaw, Dinner Roll, Milk, Coffee, Ice Cream

Mark Your Calendar!

RCIA Candidates From the
Catholic Area Faith Community of
Jesus Our Living Water

Prepare for the Easter Vigil

As seven adults enter into their Lenten preparation
our Area Faith Community is encouraged to gatheh wi
them and remember them in prayer as they make this
faith journey through the process of the Rite ofi§ttan
Initiation of Adults (RCIA).

Participating in this year's RCIA process ake fmen
and women from the Church of St. Mary and two women
from the Church of Our Lady of the Lakes, Spicer.

From St. Mary’s are catechumen Laura Vazquek an
candidates Ross Evink, Kathy Johnson, James Mated,
Tamara Valenzuela. From Our Lady of the Lakes are
candidates Alyson Keenan and Carol Monnens. Each is
accompanied by a sponsor who supports and encaurage
them on this journey. Sponsors from Our Lady @& th
Lakes are Mary Laib and Larry Monnens. St. Mary's
sponsors are David Baumgart, Diane Macht, Larry
Macht, Bobbi Refsland, Gary Refsland and Vivian ffou
ges.

Father Jeff Horejsi, pastor of Our Lady of thekes,
coordinates the RCIA process and works with RCIA
team members Terry and Cheryl Braun, Penny Johnson,
Lu Olson and Julie Taunton.

On March 7 the Rite of Sending will be celebdatt
the Church of St. Mary during the 5:30 p.m. Satyrda
Mass and at the Church of Our Lady of the Lakesndur
the 10:00 a.m. Mass on March 8. Later in the day th
catechumen and candidates with their sponsorsesam t
members will travel to the Cathedral of the Holynity
in New Ulm for the Rite of Election. While at ti@athe-
dral, all the catechumens and candidates from gimowt
the diocese will be “called” by name as they mead a
pray with Bishop LeVoir and the community of theobi
cese of New Ulm.

At the Easter Vigil on April 11 the catechumeitl be
baptized and the candidates will be confirmed amd r
ceive the Eucharist for the first time. So all digiates
may celebrate as an area faith community, the Easte
Vigil will take place this year at the Church of $tary
beginning at 8:30 p.m.

Their hunger for the Bread of Life and theiirghfor
the Cup of Life is a tremendous witness to all fwho
come to the table of the Eucharist. You are inviaed
encouraged to pray with and join these candidatdisea
Easter Vigil.



Pastoral Care and
Community Life

Parish Society News

As a member of St. Mary’s you are also a member

the St. Mary’'s Parish Society (which used to béedahe
Council of Catholic Women-CCW) This group is gov-
erned by an executive board of twelve people.
Some areas of responsibility of the Parish Sodietijude
involvement with wedding coordinators, the sewimg,u
receptions, Sunday Social Hour, along with the Fe8-
tival and an Advent Festival.

All members of our parish family are placedione
of twelve Service Units. On a bi-monthly basistdr
along with a yellow post card is mailed to paristEds
homes with an opportunity for you to volunteer a¢ @r
several of the areas of ministry and or activitgttimay
be taking place during that assigned time. Wetlaak
you return the card in a timely manner with youem
tions and we thank you for your generous service.

We encourage you to watch for the many actisithat
are being planned. We look forward to your suggesti
and encourage you to consider what you can do t@ma
these events an exciting time for everyone in @risp
family.

Kids Against Hunger

For the second year, St. Mary’s will particgdt the
food relief program called Kids Against Hunger.

During this event, our youth and adults filagtic
bags with rice and food supplements. The food laags
requested by various relief agencies (CatholicdR&er-
vices, Lutheran Social Services) and local foodvaseto
help feed the hungry.

Last year our youth and adults filled over 80,bags
and were able to donate over $2000 to assist torthw
program.

On Wednesday, March 11 from 5:30 8 p.m., all
students and families will participate in this progam.
Come as a family and see if we are able to bresk la
year’s record and fill over 35,000 food bags theary
Each family is encouraged to consider a cash damati
equal to the amount a family would normally spend i
visiting a fast food restaurant. Join us on Mékth

MARCH. . .
Willmar Area Food Shelf
Food Share Month

Willmar Area Food Shelf provides for the neetls
numerous people in our community. March has been
designated as Food Share month which entitlesotba f
shelf to obtain additional assistance from the Msota
Food Bank during this month.

During this Lenten Season there will be opportesitor
each of us to contribute to this wonderful cause.

*Baskets will be at the entrances throughout thesSe

of Lent for you to bring your donations. Becaus#l-W
mar Area Food Shelf may obtain food at a reduce] ra
money is always welcome. If you care to make & cas
donation, checks may be made out to WAFS and glace
in the collection basket, and your contributionl i
forwarded.

We thank you for your continued support andryou
generosity to provide for the needs of those wiechain-
gry in our community.

Stations of the Cross
Enrichment Topics

Following the Stations of the Cross and the Lenten
Soup Supper at St. Mary’s, there will be a sesfes
enrichment topics. The Social Concerns Commlitese
scheduled the following topics for this year.

March 5 - Willmar Meals on Wheels Program
Presented by West Central Industries

March 12 - Homelessness in Kandiyohi County

This presentation will feature a short video on btess-
ness in Kandiyohi County followed by reflectionerr a
member of the task force on homelessness in ourtgou

March 19 - Chaplain Corey Bjertness with the
National Guard: Pastor Corey of Peace Lutheran
Church, New London will share the type of suppariF
lies need when loved ones are deployed.

March 26 - Shelter House

Shelter House is a charitable, non-profit orgaimzrat
united with the community to promote safe homes and
communities by providing safety, support, and skil
those affected by domestic violence. The presdater
the evening is Connie Schmoll, executive director o
Shelter House.
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